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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 

The registered telegraphic address of the Branch is 
* Advantage, London.” 

A statement of the objects and work of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch will be found on p. 582. 

Attention is directed to the Sample Room, where 
the following samples are at present on view, among 
other exhibits :— 





Reference in 
** Board of Trade Journal.” 





Samples. 





Date. | Page. 





German woollen cloths sold in Alexandria | 8th March, 1906 | 476 
Evaporated bananas from the Seychelles 
Islands ... 33 as ji ... | 15th Feb., 1906 | 333 
Textiles sold in Zanzibar ... as: ... | 2Zoth Jan., 1906 175 
" » Berm. s.. nn itis a 1906 | 175 
Leather, coffee and asphalt from the North- 
Western District of Argentina ... | 18th Jan., 1906 | 133 
Pyrophyllite and Shale from Newfoundland | 11th Jan., 1906| 81 
Iron ore from various places alluded to in 
“Tron Ore Deposits in Foreign Countries ” 


issued by the Board of Trade ... .»- | 15th June, 1905 | 521 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also 
at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:— 
India. Cape of Good Hope. 
Dominion of Canada. Transvaal and Orange 
Queensland. River Colony. 


Statements of the objects and work of the Special 
Trade Enquiry Offices will be found on p. 533. 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 
receive tenders from such persons as may be 
Wheels and Axles. willing to supply — 
Wheels and axles for carriages and wagons. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 20th March, 1906, after which time no tender 
will be received. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
| +d she supply —_ delivery of laminated 
‘me Springs. C°2™ 8 Springs for wagons, as per specifica- 
Bearing Springs. tion to be seen at the Company’s offices, 
Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. Tenders are to be sent to the 
Secretary, marked “Tender for Laminated Bearing Springs,” not 
later than noon, on Wednesday, the 21st March. The Company 
reserve the right to divide the order, also to decline any tender 
without assigning a reason, and do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender. For each specification a fee of 1l. 1s. 
is charged, which cannot under any circumstances be returned. 


The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company 

are prepared to receive tenders for the supply of 
Railway Stores. the following stores, viz.:—hemp, cord, &c., 

railway tickets, &c., pig iron, copper plates and 
rods, plate and sheet glass, &c., carbolic acid powder and fluid, &c., 
spring steel, asbestos, and crank axles. Specifications and forms 
of tender may be obtained at the Company’s offices, 48, Copthall 
Avenue, London, E.C., on payment of the fee for the specification, 
which payment will not be returned. Tenders must be delivered in 
sealed envelopes, addressed to the Secretary, marked “ Tender for 
Hemp, Cord, &c.,” or as the case may be, not later than 11 a.m. on 
Thursday, the 22nd March. The Directors do not bind themselves 
to accept the lowest or any tender. 





CANADA: 


The following were among the — enquiries relating to Canadian 
i . trade received at the Canadian Government 
ri 8 er sr Offices, 17, Victoria Street, London, S.W., whence 
’ further information regarding them may be 

obtained :— : 

Home Enguiries——A London firm have asked to be furnished with 
the name of a Canadian firm requiring agencies for dry goods. 

A Lancashire manufacturer is desirous of getting into communi- 
cation with mine owners in Canada who could supply crude 
asbestos. 

English makers of metal tiles, stamped metal ceilings and 
decorations, washable water paints and damp proof composition, 
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CANADA—continued. 


varnishes, paints and enamels, carriage and motor lamps, are seek- 
ing suitable agents in Canada. 

Enquiry is made by a London firm for names of Canadian 
buyers of mineral or slag wool ; also for the address of a firm who 
would be disposed to act as their representatives in the Dominion. 

A fruit and produce broker on the East Coast of Scotland, with 
a large and increasing outlet for Canadian produce, desires to 
make arrangements with Canadian shippers for dealing with con- 
signments of apples and other produce during the coming season. 

A London firm of grain superintendents and samplers who pro- 
tect the interests of shippers in the weighing and sampling have 
asked to be placed in communication with Canadian exporters. 
‘They are also in a position to give good selling agents in Great 
3ritain. | 

Canadian Enquiries—A Montreal firm dealing in building mate- 
rials are desirous of getting into communication with English 
manufacturers of Portland cement, fire bricks, enamelled bricks 
and tile fire clay. sewer pipes and tiles. 

A Canadian firm of machinery and hardware manufacturers 
have asked to be referred to English stamping firms who supply 
steel rims for railway purposes. 

A Canadian contractor is seeking a market for nickel and 
copper matte carrying a good percentage of both metals; he 
could contract to ship fairly large quantities annually commencing 
about four months hence. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., whence 
further information regarding them may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries——A Liverpool firm dealing in spices, ginger, 
peppers, and similar goods wish to get into communication with 
Canadian importers. 

A firm of Scotch whisky distillers are prepared to appoint a 
suitable Canadian resident agent. 

A London firm ask to be placed in communication with reliable 
Canadian shippers of canned lobsters. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian firm desire the addresses of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of tin-foil and of tea-leads. 

A Canadian firm wish to get into communication with United 
Kingdom shippers of coarse salt as used in pork packing factories, 
Ke. : 

A Canadian correspondent with long experience in the timber 
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CANADA—continued. 


trade would like to act as buying agent for a first-class United 
Kingdom timber importing house. 

A firm of commis3ion merchants and manufacturers’ agents in 
Calgary are prepared to act for United Kingdom houses wishing to 
develop trade in Western Canada. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of the 
Oversea Mail Agent-General for New South Wales, a copy of 
eatin the conditions of tender in connection with the 
Oversea Mail Service to the Australian 
Commonwealth. ‘Tenders will be received at the Office of the 
Postmaster-General of the Commonwealth, Spring Street, Mel- 
bourne, up to 4 p.m., on 3lst May next. ‘The conditions may be 
seen at the Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
A copy of the conditions, together with form of tender, may be 
obtained from the Agent-General for New South Wales, 123 "ina 
125, Cannon Street, EC. 





MALTA. 


The “ Malta Government Gazette” announces that sealed tenders 
Tenders for will be received at the office of the Receiver 
Mail Service General and Director of Contracts, Valletta, 

aaiitie. Friday, the 26th October, 1906, for the 

a Sicil conveyance of mails from Malta to Syracuse, 
ne and vice versd, for a period of six years from 

the 19th August, 1907. 

Tenderers should specify the steamer which they propose to 
employ, and should forward with their tenders a full detailed 
description of each steamship, stating the passenger accommoda- 
tion available on board, on the understanding that the exemption 
from payment of port dues at Malta shall not extend to pilot 
fees, which expense, if incurred, must be paid by the contractor. 

No tender will be considered unless it be signed by the 
tendering party and unless a deposit of 5001. be made in the office 
of the Receiver General. 

The conditions of the contract may be obtained on application 
at the office of the Receiver General and Director of Contracts at 
Valletta. A copy of the conditions, received from H.M. Consul 
at Palermo (Mr. 8. J. A. Churchill), may. be seen at the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 
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In connection with this contract, Mr. Churchill states that six 
services are to be run weekly each way at a rate not below 11 knots 
per hour. The present holders of the contract (the Adria C»mpany 
of Trieste) are in receipt of a subsidy of 5,0001. per annum, and 
have had the contract for 12 years. The steamers are free of 
harbour and other dues at Malta (except pilot fees as mentioned 
above) and British Consular dues at Syracuse. The Adria Com- 
pany employ a 1,00U ton steamer on the service. 


EGYPT: 


H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban) has forwarded conditions 
of tender, estimates, plans, &c., for the con- 
Public Works. struction of “Tribunals Sommaires” (Courts 
cf Justice) at Sembellawein, Kafr-el-Zayat, 
Facoos and Santa. ‘lenders should be addressed to the Ministry 
of Public Works, Cairo, but the date to which tenders will be 
received is not specified. 


The conditions, &c., may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73 Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 

received from the Egyptian Railways Adminis- 
Paint Brushes, &c. tration at Cairo copies of an invitation for tenders 

for the supply of paint brushes, &c. Tenders, 
accompanied by stamped paper of 30 milliémes, must be sent by 
registered post to the Directeur Général, Chemins de fer de 
Etat, Cairo, before the 5th April. Specification &c., and form 
of tender may be obtained on application to Col. J. H. Western, 
R.E., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster, 8.W., on payment 
of 2s. per copy. A copy of the specification may be seen at 


73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” publishes a notice, issued by the 

Ministry of Public Instruction, inviting tenders 

Sheets and Tulle. for the supply of 1,000 sheets and 2 250 metres 

of tulle for mosquito curtains. Tenders, made 

out on stamped paper of 3 piastres, Turkish, will be received up 

to the 23rd April; they should be addressed to the Ministry of 
Public Instruction at Cairo under registered envelope. 

A copy of the specification, together with samples of the 

sheeting and tulle, forwarded by H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. 

A. D. Alban), may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 


of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghali Street, E.C. 


RUSSIA: 
See article on p. 505, in which it is pointed out that dealers in 
agricultural machinery who wish to exhibit 
in Russia, take advantage of the principal fairs 
where there is usually a small section for 








Agricultural 
Machinery. 


this purpose. 
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DENMARK. 
A notice appears in the “ Berlingske Tidende” of 10th March 
stating that about 4,500 tons of coal will be 
Coal. required by the Frederiksberg Municipality, 
Copenhagen, during the financial year, 1906.7. 
Further particulars and conditions may be obtained at the offices 
of the Municipality, 5, Mynstersvej, Copenhagen. The date 
for the receipt of tenders is not specified. 


GERMANY. 
H.M. Consul at Stettin (Mr. R. Bernal) reports that tenders are 
invited for the supply of 2,000 tons of Upper 

Steam Coal. Silesian or English steam coal for the Stettin 

Waterworks. 

Tenders bearing the inscription ‘‘ KohJen fiir die Wasserwerke ” 
addressed to “Der Magistrat, Gas-Wasserleitungs-Deputation, 
Rathaus, Zimmer No. 8, Stettin,” will be received up to the 
22nd March. The quality of the coal and name of colliery 
must be given. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained from the above 
address on payment of 8d.; a copy (in German) may be seen at 
the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 


‘T'rade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


H.M. Consul at Stettin also reports that tenders are invited for 
the supply to the Késlin Gasworks of about 

Gas Coal. 2,500 tons of English gas coal, free on rail 
Késlin, during this summer. Sealed tenders 

bearing the inscription ‘‘ Angebot auf Gaskohlen,” addressed to 
“Der Magistiat, Késlin,” will be received up to the 25th March. 
The quality of the coal and the name of the colliery must be given. 





The ‘‘ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 3rd March, states that 

tenders will be opened on 21st March at the 

Jute Bags. Proviantamt, Stettin, for the supply of 16,000 
double jute bags (32,000 ordinary bags). 


NETHERLANDS. 

The Acting British Consul at Amsterdam (Mr. I. A. Chambers) 
: reports thatthe ‘‘ Nieuwe Landbouwvereeniging”’ 
Chile Saltpetre. (New Agricultural Association) at Vroomshoop 
will receive, up to the 21st March, tenders for 
the supply of 150,000 kilos. of Chile saltpetre, to be delivered, 
carriage paid, on landing-places in the Almelosche Canal, in good 
whole bales of 101 kilos. (2 ewts.). About 500 bales are to be 
delivered from the 20th February to the 5th March, 1907, and 
about 1,000 from the lst to the 15th April, 1907. ‘The saltpetre 

must contain a percentage of 154 per cent. N. 
Particulars may be obtained from J. M. Kamphuis, Vroomshoop, 


Netherlands. 
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NETHERLAN DS—continued. 


H.M. Consul at Rotterdam (Mr. H. Turing) reports that tenders 
will be received by the Netherlands Colonial 
Office at the Hague up to the 4th April, for the 
supply of the following materials :— 

Contract 414. The metal superstructure with appurtenances 
for 57 railway bridges. 

Contract 415. 150 axles with wheels for railway carriages and 
waggons. 

Particulars may be obtained from Mr. M. Nijhoff, at the Hague 
at a cost of 6 fl. (10s.) for contract No. 414, and 2 fl. (3s. 4d.) for 
contract No, 415. 


Railway and 
Bridge Material. 





BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir E. C. Hertslet) reports that 
; the municipal authorities at Ghent invite 
apse Pipes, tenders for the supply of cast-iron pipes and 

" other articles connected with the water and gas 
services of that town. 

The specification (‘‘ Cahier des Charges, No. 1,054”) relating to 
the contract may be obtained at the Hotel de Ville, Ghent. 

All tenders should be sent in sealed registered envelopes, 
addressed to the ‘‘Collége Echevinal de la ville de Gand,” and 
should reach there not later than the 21st March. 

A copy of the specification may be seen at the offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 


Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The “ Moniteur Belge” notifies that tenders are invited by the 

‘ Ministre des Finances et des Travaux Publics ” 

Paper. at rue de la Loi, 14, Brussels, up to 11 a.m. 

on the 24th March, for the supply of paper 

in six lots. Samples and specification may be seen at the 
Musée commercial, rue des Augustins, Brussels. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels ” (Brussels) announces that 
Electric Lighting the “ Maison Communale ” Couvin (Namur) are 
Material inviting tenders, up to the 19th April, for the 
electric lighting of thetown. Further informa- 

tion may be obtained from the “ Secrétariat Communal.” 





SWITZERLAND: 


The ‘“ Feuille Fédérale Suisse” of 28th February, contains copy 
of a Decree sanctioning the expenditure of 
1,950,000 francs (about 78,0001.) on the con- 
struction of a post office at La Chaux-de-Fonds. 


Building 
Materials. 
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PORTUGAL: 


The ‘ Diario do Governo” of 7th March contains a notice inviting 
tenders, which will be opened on 7th April, 
at the Ministry of Public Works, Lisbon, for 
the construction of a metal bridge over the 
river Mondego, at Martyr Santo, in accordance with conditions set 
forth in the “ Diario.” A deposit of 1,000 milreis (about 225/.) is 
required to qualify any tender. 


Bridge 
Construction. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of 10th March contains a notice inviting 
tenders, which will be opened on 10th April at 
the Ministry of Public Works, Lisbon, for the 
construction of a metal bridge over the river 
Velho or Verride, in accordance with conditions set forth in the 
‘ Diario.” A deposit of 400 milreis (about 90.) is required to 
qualify any tender. 


Bridge 
Construction. 


_ The “ Diarios” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





SPAIN. 


In the course of an article on the development of the fishing 
industry of North-west Spain (see p. 523), 

Steam Trawlers. H.M. Consul at Corunna states that more 
orders for steam trawlers are to be placed, and 

possibly larger trawlers may be wanted for the cod fisheries. 


The ‘“ Gaceta de Madrid” of 6th March contains a notice inviting 
Diiidiiitia tenders, which will be opened on 7th April at 
tn a re the Directorate General of Public Works, 

Madrid, for the construction of a breakwater 
at the port of Arrecife, Island of Lanzarote, Canaries, at the 
estimated cost of 927,191 pesetas (or about 32,000/.), in accord- 
ance with conditions set forth in the ‘“ Gaceta,” A deposit of 

9,271 pesetas is required to qualify any tender. 


The “Gaceta” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


SRY © SY SEES 


ITALY: 


The “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 6th March contains copy of a law 
authorising the Reggio Emilia Provincial 
Railway Plant. Council to construct and work a steam 
railway between Reggio Emilia and Ciano 





d’ Enza. 
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AUSTRIA~-HUNGARY—BOHEMIA. 


The “‘ Nachrichten fiir Handel ” reports that the Land Commission 
of the Kingdom of Bobemia are inviting 
Railway tenders for the construction of a standard gauge 
Construction. local railway from Libochowitz to Jenchowitz. 
Conditions may be seen at the railway department offices in 
Prague, Kleinseite, Thomasgasse 11, and tenders must be in by 


31st March. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

The British Commercial Agent in the United States (Mr. E. 
t Rail Seymour Bell) has forwarded a copy of Circular 
Cee, tiga No. 301, inviting tenders for the supply of 

Material, &c. cement, railway material, &c. (including track 
bolts and spikes, flat-car stake pockets, shovels, forging machines, 
&e.), to the Isthmian Canal Commission. Sealed proposals, in 
triplicate, will be received at the office of the General Purchasing 
Officer, [sthmian Canal Commission, Washington, D.C., until 
10.30 a.m. on the 19th March. A copy of the specifications, in- 
cluding those for the Portland cement, may be inspected on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., although, as before, the time 
allowed only admits of firms tendering who have arrangements 
with their agents which can be availed of by cable. 


CUBA: 
The Cuban “ Gaceta Oficial” of 26th February contains copy of 
Laws sanctioning the expenditure of :— 


(1) 700,000 dollars on public works, mainly road and bridge con- 


struction, in the provinces of Pinar del Rio and 
Bridge and Road Habana; 


Construction. 








(2) 100,000 dollars on dredging and other improvement works at 
Port Works the port of Isabela de Sagua. 


(3) 50,000 dollars on studying the best means of preventing the 
floods periodically caused by the overflowing of 


oan the Rogue. The Government may employ for 
Works 6 these studies native or foreign engineers, 


whether residing in Cuba or elsewhere, who 
have been habitually engaged in carrying out hydraulic works. 


CHILE. 


Regarding the invitation for tenders by the Chilian Government 
; for the Valparaiso dock scheme (see p. 343 of 
= the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” of the 25th May, 
1905) the ‘“‘ Chilian Times” announces that it 

has been decided to postpone the opening of the tenders until 
25th April. 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade have received particulars of the Essex County 
General and Industrial Exhibition, 1906, 
which is to be held at the Kursaal, 
Southend-on-Sea, from 12th to 30th 
May. 


Essex County 
General and Industrial 
Exhibition at 
Southend-on-Sea. 





ITALY: 


H.M. Consul at Milan (Mr. J. H. Towsey) has forwarded a list of 
hai the Congresses, numbering sixty-four, which 
gresses at . : . 

Milan Exhibition: 2°° ©xpected to be held at that city during the 
period of the exhibition. Mr. Towsey has also 

sent particulars of an international competition 
for a machine for sweeping the streets. ‘This 
should be so constructed as to collect the mud 
into a box of a cubic metre in capacity, to work on streets paved 
with stones, cobbles or asphalt, and is to be an automobile of any 
system, not requiring more than two men to work it. Machines 
must be submitted not later than the 3lst July. There will be 


awarded a first prize of 4,000 lire (160/.) and a second of 2,000 
lire (802.). 


Competition for 
Street-sweeping 
Machine. 





RUSSIA. 
H.M. Consul at Kieff (Mr. H. P. Smith) reports that the Electro- 


Electro-Technical Technical Exhibition* which was to have been 
he sex held at Kieff on the 25th March to 7th April, 
ee OG Renid tponed until April, 1907 
t Kieff , has been postponed until April, 1907. 
’ The Congress of Electro-Technical Engineers 

has also been postponed till that date. 


FRANCE. 


With reference to the notice on p. 389 of the ‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 30th November last, H.M. 





beater sem Consul-General at Marseilles (Mr. M. C. 
re Fd at Gurney) reports, in response to an enquiry on 
Marseilles. the subject, that the “ International Oceano- 


graphic and Sea Fisheries Exhibition” is to 
be opened on the 15th April at Marseilles, at the same time as, 
and in connection with, the French (national) Colonial Exhibition, 
but as a separate exhibition, and not merely as a section of the 
Colonial exhibition as at first intended. An organising committee 
was constituted in Paris at No. 5, Rue des Mathurins, which 
will answer any enquiries. Mr. Gurney believes that the entries 
are closed. 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal”’ of 10th August, 1905, p. 251. 
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FRANCE- continued. 

He is informed that the Oceanographic Congress which was to 
crmaogaphic Have een held at Maral, dug te 
Congress. a , postp , 8 

will be held at Monaco. 


‘NETHERLANDS. 
The “ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) announces an international 


Exhibition of Food and Cookery is to be held at 








ooo the Palace of Industry, Amsterdam, from the 
red 19th June to the 10th July next. 
Exhibition at TY} Seas: seililiaiens ofl ‘als 
Rusaterdam. ihe sections include: — haw materials, 
finished products, machinery, &c. 
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The Austro-Hungarian Embassy have forwarded to the Foreign 

; Office particulars of the International Exhibi- 
International f Hyo} io fe hae to WF f 

Exhibition ion of Hygiene, to be held in Vienna from 

f Hyciene in L2H May to loth July next (see ‘Board of 

x Tiss ste Trade Journal” of 8th February last, p. 252). 

earx, Notifications of exhibits will be received up to 

the Ist April. The programme, together wita forms of notifica- 

tion, can be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 

Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


PERU. 


According to “ Handels-Museum” (Vienna) of Ist March the 
Institute of Hygiene (Lima) is planning the 





Pi new ot establishment there of a permanent Health 
Lima Exhibition, with a view to instructing the 


Peruvian public in the latest methods of 
hygiene, sanitation, &c. The Institute would be glad to receive 
samples or printed descriptions of such articles as patent foods, 
meat extract, surgical appliances, disinfectants, hygienic clothing, 
electro-therapeutic devices, hospital equipment, &c. An Italian 
bacteriologist, Dr. Ugo Biffi, is the Director of the Institute, 
which is under the City Government. The Institute is prepared, 
within certain limits, to defray the cost of carriage of samples 
forwarded. 





BRAZIL: 
According to the “ Bulletin Commercial ” the ‘‘ Centro Economico” 
of Rio Grande do Sul, in co-operation with the 


eng National Agricultural Association, are orga- 
Alcohol nising a second* international exhibition of 
apparatus used in connection with the pro- 

Appliances. " Hn Ul 
duction of alcohol and its application for 


industrial purposes. It will be opened at Porto Alegre in April 
or May next, and applications for space should be addressed to the 
“ Centro Economico, ” Box 65, Porto Alegre Rio Grande do Sul. — 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal,” page 60 of 13th October, 1904. 
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COMMERCIAL MISSION TO AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND. 


In pursuance of the recommendations made by the late Advisory 
Committee to the Board of Trade on Commercial Intelligence, a 
Commercial Mission was despatched to Australia and New Zealand 
in June last (see p. 440 of ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 8th June, 
1905), to enquire into the condition and prospects of British trade 
in those regions. The objects of the Mission were generally to 
ascertain the extent and nature of the competition which British 
goods have to contend with in the markets referred to, and the 
steps which British traders might take in order to meet such 
competition effectively. Mr. Jeffray, the commissioner appointed 
to undertake the Mission, was also entrusted with the task of 
selecting suitable candidates for the approval of the Board of Trade 
who might be appointed to act as permanent correspondents of 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch in those Colonies. 

Mr. Jeffray, who has had considerable Commercial experience in 
Australia, and who has been twice President of the Melbourne 
Chamber of Commerce, arrived at Perth on the 27th June last, 
and after a fortnight spent in interviewing Members of the 
Government, Chambers of Commerce, and the leading members of 
the business community, proceeded to Melbourne, which has 
formed his headquarters during his stay in Australia. He has 
since visited the more important trade centres in South Australia, 
Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland and Tasmania, and is 
now engaged in conducting his enquiries in New Zealand. The 
objects of the Mission have been explained by him in the various 
quarters mentioned, and general sympathy with these objects has 
been expressed on all sides. A cordial welcome has been every- 
where accorded to Mr. Jaffray. The Mission will probably be 
completed in the course of the next two or three months. Mr. 
Jaffray’s report will be published in due course, and will no doubt 
be found to contain much valuable information of interest to 
British manufacturers and traders. 





TRANSVAAL AND ORANGE RIVER COLONY 
GOVERNMENTS TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICE. 


A Trade Enquiry Office has been opened at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, on the lines of the Agency established at the same 
address by the Government of Cape Colony, but under the 
general direction of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade. 

The primary purpose of the new office is to deal with enquiries 
relating to the products and resources of the two Colonies, the 
opportunities they present to the settler, their railway facilities, 
the regulations of all kinds in force in them affecting trade, &c., &c., 
and the Superintendent, Mr. G. A. G. Stanley, will endeavour to 
supply, as far as possible, any information that may be required 
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by applicants in the interests of the Colonies, or to direct them to 
the most reliable sources for obtaining it. 
The Office is furnished with official statistical and other publi- 
cations relating to the trade of the Colonies, colonial directories, 
copies of regulations affecting railway traffic, publications relating 
to mines and other natural products, &c., all of which may be 
consulted upon application, wy those interested, free of charge, 


LIST OF POSSIBLE BUYERS OF BRITISH GOODS 
ABROAD.—AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The Board of Trade receive, from time to time, from H.M. 
Representatives in foreign countries and their own Correspondents 
in the Colonies, lists of importers and dealers likely to purchase 
British goods. These lists may be consulted by British manufac- 
turers and traders at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., to which office also 
applications for extracts from them should be addressed. 

Attention is now called to a list, which has recently been pre- 
pared, containing names supplied by His Majesty’s Consular 
Officers in Austria-Hungary, and dealing with the following towns, 
viz:—Vienna, Prague, Budapest, Fiume, and Trieste. The classes 
of goods, some or all of which are dealt with in each of the lists, are 
the following :—Agricultural implements, cotton goods, cycles, 
drugs, electrical goods, engineering goods, fancy goods, fish, furni- 
ture, groceries and provisions, haberdashery, hats, hides and skins, 
linoleum, machinery, metals and metal ware, musical instruments, 
painters’ colours, paper and stationery, sanitary goods, sewing 
machines, spirits, sporting articles, textiles, varnishes, wool and 
worsted yarns. 

The following similar notices in regard to other recently com- 
piled lists have appeared in the “ Board of Trade Journal "—Cuba, 
p. 307, 15th February, 1906; Spain and the Canary Islands, 
p. 12, 4th January, 1906; Netherlands, p. 345, 23rd November, 
1905; Roumania, p. 586, 28th September; Sweden, p. 393, 31st 
August ; Bulgaria, p. 487, 15th June; Greece, p. 202, 4th May ; 
Belgium, p. 205, 2nd February, 1905. 


COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH OF THE 
BOARD OF TRADE. 


Enquiries of Consular Officers. 


The Board of Trade desire to point out to British manufacturers 
and merchants who wish to obtain information in regard to trade 
matters in foreign countries that it is desirable that applications 
should first be made to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., before communications 
are addressed to H.M. Consular officers abroad. By the adoption 
of this course much delay would be avoided by the enquirer in 
cases in which the Intelligence Branch is already in possession of 
the required information, and H.M. Consular officers would be 
relieved of much unnecessary work. 
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COTTON IMPORTED INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

statement of the quantity (in.cwts.) of cotton’ 
consigned to the United Kingdom and received here during the 
months ending 31st January and 28th February, 1906, respectively, 
compared with the corresponding periods of 1905, has been 
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_ Month ending 


\Increase (+-) or 


Month ending | Decrease (—) in 


















































Country whence Consigned. 3lst Jan., 31st Jan., 1906 as 
1906. 1905, | | compared with 
| 1905. 
(A) Consigned from Foreign Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. 
Countries— | 
America ms 1,945,986 {| 1,999,307 |— 53,321 
Brazil ... 92,798 10,206 | -t $2,592 
Egypt ... oa 446,778 374,736 | + 72,042 
Other countries 12,328 6,529 | + 5,799 
Total 2,497,890 2,390,778 | + 107,112 
‘ 
(B) Consigned from Places in 
the British Empire— 
East Indies... ot 60,325 27,793 7 32,532 
British West Indies ... 728 119 +: 609 
British West Africa ... 230 720 | — 490 
British Central Africa 928 -- + 928 
British East Africa 10 4 34 6 
British Guiana and Honduras — | — | — 
Canada... 4,008 = | + 4,008 
Other British Possessions oo 29. -| — 29 
Total 66,229 | 28,665 | + 37,564 
Grand total | 2,564,119 2,419,443 | + 144,676 













(A) Consigned from Foreign’ 
Countries— | 
America : | 
Brazil sail nee os 
Egypt ... st sie oee! 
Other countries ‘ 
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Total 


(B) Consigned from Places in 
the British Empire— 

East Indies... na 
British West Indies ... 
British West Africa ... sae 
British Central Africa po 
British East Africa. 
British Guiana and Honduras 
Canada .. ped 
Other British Possessions 


Deduct to correct, January, 
1906 :—Canada ... 

Total ons wa 

Grand total ... oe 





























| 
| Month ending | Month ending | clecrease 
28th February, | 28th February,! _in 1906, 

1906. 1905. | compared 
| with 1905. 

Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
1,147,210 1,235,480 | — 88,270 
62,170 7,062 + 55,108 
432,603 266,355 + 166,248 
14,656 4,650 | + 10, ‘006 
1,656,639 1,513,547 | + 143,092 
93,548 22,431 + 33,117 
1,944 577 + 1,367 
511 288 + 223 
501 85 + 416 
50 whi re 50 
1 — 4- 1 
— 200 — 200 
— 84 84 
58,555 23,655 + 34,890 
2,760 == — 2,760 
55,795 23,665 + 32,130 
1,712,434 1,537,212 + 175,222 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


‘The forty-sixth annual meeting of the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce of the United Kingdom was held at the Hotel Metropéle, 
Whitehall Place, S.W., on the 6th and 7th March, 1906, the chair 
being taken oath day by Sir William H. Holland, M. P, (President). 

Resolutions on the following subjects were dealt with, viz. :— 
Commercial Treaties, Portuguese Tariff, Consular Service, Colonial 
Duty on Catalogues, Canal Development, General Railway 
Classification, London and Dover Railway Service, Carriers Act, 
“Blocking” Motions in the House of Commons, Gold Reserve, 
Income Tax, Inquests on Fires, County Courts Jurisdiction, 
Shipping Freights, Alcohol for Manufactures, Commutation of 
Rates, Stamping of Documents, Penny Postal Service, Postage to 
the Colonies, Foreign Letter Postage, Newspaper Postage, Private 
Letter Boxes, Minister of Commerce, Patent Law Amendment, 
Private Bill Legislation, County Courts (Ireland), Indian Trade 
Mark Registration, French Congo, Prevention of Corruption, 
Municipal Trading, Rating of Machinery, Marine Insurance Bill, 
Board of Trade Shipping Regulations, Light Dues on Shipping, 
Postal Rates to Canada, Underground Telegraphic Communication. 





TRADE OF EGYPT DURING 1905. 


The “ Journal” of the British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt 
for February publishes a review of the trade of that country 
during the past year from which the subjoined purticulars have 
been extracted. 

The total values of the imports and exports in the last two years 
were as follows :— 


























siiileiins | 1902. 1903. | 1904. 1905. 
penne ; PMR ay 
| gE £E se | &E 
Imports ... es. —vae|:14,814,684 | 16,753,190 | 20,559,588 | 21,564,076 
Exports... wu ss] 18,046,939 | 19,539,524 20,811,040 | 20,360.285 
|—~ — 
Total trade... | 32,861,623 36,292,714 | Gagne | 41,924,361 
| 





£E = ll. 0s. 64d. 


Imports.—The import trade in 1905 shows a net gain of 
£E 1,004,488 over the preceding year, the main features of a 
comparison with that year being increases of £E 786,942 under 
cereals and £E 251,854 under sugar, and decreases of LE 216,068 
under textiles and £E 100,067 under metals, 
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The marvellous expansion recorded for the years 1903 and 1904 
has not been maintained during 1905. Experience has proved, 
however, that the enormous increase during 1904 was to some 
extent an artificial one, since merchants and agents undoubtedly 
largely over-estimated the requirements of the country towards the 
close of that year. Thirty-five per cent. of the total increase for 
1904 took place within its last three months, with the result that 
at the beginning of the year 1905 merchants were left with large 
stocks of goods on their hands. These heavy supplies, whilst 
unduly swelling the figures for 1904, checked to a large extent the 
flow of home orders during 1905, ‘and it is, therefore, scarcely 
surprising to find that for the 12 months under review trade did 
not advance in the same ratio as that experienced in 1903 and 
1904. It is, however, decidedly satisfactory to note that the high 
import figures for 1904 have not only been kept up but exceeded 
by over one million pounds during the past year. 

The following table is of interest as showing the relative posi- 
tions of the countries which have done the largest trade with 
Egypt during the last four years :— 



































| 1902. 1903. 190. 1905. 
— | | Per | Per Per Per 
ant 
| | Imports.) | a Imports. | — Imports. —- Imports. — 
| | ‘Total. | | Total. Total. Total. 
| £E | | £&E  £E al an 
United Kingd’m*|5,552,549) 37-4 6,056,446) 36:1 |7,229,100, 33:5 |7,149,428) 33:1 
Turkey ... PF O44. 140} 13°8 2. 347,564) 14 {2, ‘314, 039) 13°2 |3, 078, 382) 14-2 
Francef... oof A, ‘361, 112} 9-2 {1 638, ‘561, 10-1 |! 906 992) 9-2 (2, 322, 257 10°7 
Austro-Hungary 1,170,963 8 jl ‘213, 898; 7:2 jl ‘458, 524, 7 ji 492 566 6°9 
Italy... .--| 807,069 5-4 893, 122} 53 {1,168 1120) 5°6 |1,133,562, 5:2 
Germany ---| 530,394, 39 742.924 44 |1,020,269) 4°9 ‘948, sis 4°3 














—— 


* Including British Possessions in the Mediterranean. jf Including Algeria. 


The only country, other than Turkey, which improved its per- 
centage of trade during 1905 was France, whose returns were 
materially helped by her increased imports of flour, her figures 
under this heading being £E 243,627 greater than in 1904. The 
drop in Great Britain’s proportion is only a slight one, though 
still a long way behind her percentage in 1902. It is somewhat 
interesting to observe that Germany has not increased her hold on 
the country, but, on the contrary, has slightly lost ground. 

The main contrioutor to the year’s total expansion was the 
cereal class, which increased by £E 786,942. The reason for the 
additional imports lies in the fact that the native cultivator, instead 
of growing his own grain, &., is now putting more of his land 
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under cotton, with the result that he is compelled to buy cereals 
for his own consumption. 

The sugar returns for the year were higher by £E 251,854, due 
in part to the cultivation of cotton vice sugar. 

Apart from cereals and sugar, no category shows an increase of 
£E 100,000. 

Textiles were responsible for the heaviest decrease in the year’s 
trade, the returns, compared with 1904, being no less than 
£E 216,068 to the bad. These figures would have been still 
lower had it not been for a gain of £E 57,286 in sacks, which are 
included in the category. Overstocking towards the end of 1904 
was the main cause for this state of affairs. 

Cotton fabrics increased to the extent of £E 29,677, but woollen 
goods were £E 110,917 less. Raw silk and thread showed a 
shrinkage of £E 85,5656, and silk fabrics were lower by £E 80,924, 

The metal division followed textiles with a loss of £E 100,067, 
chiefly accounted for by decreased imports of machinery (excluding 
locomotives and pumps) which were short by £E 169,113, and 
brass, copper and bronze goods, the latter being lower by 
£E 139,210. On the other hand, however, the value of the loco- 
motives imported was higher by £E 119,430, and the shipments 
of railway and tramway rolling stock showed the substantial 
increase of £E 129,150. 

Exports.—The total exports for the year 1905 show a decrease 
of £E 450,775 or 2:2 per cent. The total shipments of cotton 
were 6,527,085 cantars valued at £1 15,806,447, as against 
5,912,958 cantars valued at £E 16,702,730 in 1904. Exports 
of cotton seed were 3,484,596 ardebs, value £E 1,714,022, as 
compared with 2,926,621 ardebs, value £E 1,520,145. Sugar 
exports showed an increase of £E 161,485, the figures being 
£E 238,557 in 1904 and £E 400,022 last year. The main 
decreases in Egypt’s exports were £E 18,730 in eggs, £E 93,356 
in beaus, and £E 16,901 in gum arabic. 


Cantar = 99°05 Ibs. avoirdupois. 
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FRENCH OCTROI DUTIES. 


Attention is directed to a report which has recently been issued 
by the Foreign Office (Miscellaneous Series No. 644, Messrs. 
Wyman & Sons, price 14d.) by H.M. Consul-General at Havre 
(Mr. W. R. Hearn) dealing with the general system of octroi 
duties in France, t.e., duties levied by Municipal Authorities on 
merchandise entering the limits of towns. 

Mr. Hearn writes:—‘‘ As these octroi duties are collected 
solely for revenue and are professedly not protective and fall 
equally en all goods that are taxed, whether native or foreign, 
they have not attracted the attention of foreign exporters as much 
as they ought to have done, and I doubt if many exporters are 
even aware of the heavy dues that fall on certain of their goods, 
after they have paid the Customs duties, on entering into, but 
before they are consumed in the towns. 

‘“* The Customs | duty on imported spirits is comparatively light 
(about 2s. 64. per gallon), but they have to pay in addition excise 
duty of 9s. 1d. per  aillon and octroi duty of 2s. per gallon, or in 
all 13s. 7d. per gallon of pure alcohol. ‘This is certainly enough 
to restrict the consumption of spirits, and no doubt acts with good 
effect in that respect, being considerably higher than the British 
duty on spirits. 

‘Coal is taxed by the Havre and Rouen municipalities 4s. per 
ton, which adds so greatly to its cost that the inhabitants naturally 
use it as sparingly as possible; moreover, as anthracite is taxed at 
the same rate, and, although it is more expensive, is much more 
economical in use, the octroi duty may possibly encourage the use 
of anthracite at the expense of ordinary coal.” 

The general tariff of octroi duties divides the towns into six 
classes for the imposition of the octroi duties according to the 
number of their inhabitants. Attached to the report (pp. 18-24) 
is a statement showing the rates of octroi duties levied in every 
class. It may be added that the articles principally affected by 
octroi duties are certain classes of food and drink (wheat being 
excluded and the octroi on meat very low), fuel, forage and building 
materials, 
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AGRICULTURAL SHOWS IN CERTAIN EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES. 


The following particulars relating to agricultural shows held in 
certain European countries have been extracted from reports 
received at the Board of Trade from H.M. Representatives in the 
countries named :— 

The two principal agricultural shows held in South Russia are 
those of Rostov-on-Don and Elizavetgrad. The former is held 
twice yearly, one in the spring (April) for breeding cattle, and the 
other in the autumn (September) for cattle and live-stock generally. 
Though originally intended to be exclusively a live-stock exhibition, 
it was decided in 1902 to admit agricultural machinery, and this 
has been shown for the last three years, chiefly by Russian makers. 
At Elizavetgrad there is one show annually: inthe autumn. There 
is also a small annual show at Kharkoff for breeding cattle. 
Numerous horse shows are held in various parts of Russia under 
the auspices of the Imperial Stud Department of St. Petersburg. 
Detailed information as to shows in Russia, or reports thereof, can 
be obtained from the Exhibition Department of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and of State Domains, St. Petersburg. Dealers in 
agricultural machinery who wish to exhibit anything take advan- 
tage of the principal fairs where there is usually a small section 
for this purpose. A list of such fairs may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghali Street, E.C. 

In Hungary it is not usual to hold annual agricultural shows at 
the same place. Shows are, as a rule, held only at intervals and 
in different places, and are of a national or provincial character. 
During the current year the Agricultural Society of the County of 
Bihar intends to hold an agricultural show at Nagyvarad 
(Grosswardein ). 

In Bulgaria also agricultural shows appear to be held in 
different places, the objects exhibited being limited to the 
products of the district, such as cereals, honey, &c., but not 
including machinery. The show this year will be held at Plevna. 

The only agricultural show of any importance held in Roumania 
during the last few years was that at Bucharest in 1904, which 
was, how ever, of purely local interest, and was supported entirely 
by private initiative. The only agricultural show that will be 
held in Roumania in 1906 will be the Jubilee Exhibition at 
Bucharest in June next. (See “ Board of Trade Journal” of the 
22nd February, p. 353, and previous notices). 

In Servia agricultur al shows are said to be practically unknown. 
A small show is held at Belgrade in the autumn (about Sep- 
tember), but the exhibits last year consisted merely of fruit, 
grain, and poultry, together with a few corn-mowing machines. 
This is believed by the British Vice-Consul at Belgrade to be the 

only show held in Servia, and it is quite unimportant and purely 
local. 
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TRADE OF THE GERMAN COLONIES IN 1904. 


The following particulars of the trade of the German Colonial 
Possessions in 1904 are extracted from an official report recently 
issued by the German Government. The value of the imports and 
exports of cach colony during the year 1904, as compared with the 
preceding year, was as follows : — 


————_- —- = — _ 























1903. | 1904. 
Coleny. a 2a eae —| : 
Imports. | Exports. Imports. | Exports. 
: ) 
| Marks. Marks. Marks. | Marks, 
German East Africa .... ...| 11,188,000 | 7,054,000 || 14,339,000 8,951,090 
Cameroons* bh ae ...| 9,638,000 | 7,565,000 $,378,000 | 8,021,000 
Togoland... si | 6,105,000 | 3,616,000 6,898,000 | 3,551,000 
German South-West Africa ..| 7,931,090 | 3,443,000 (Not available.) 
New Guinea— | 
Bismarck Archipelago ...| 2,340,000 963,000 1,759,000 | 1,210,000 
Kaiser-Wilaelm’s Land ...| t t 567, 000 | 54,000 
Marianne Is!ands.. id 72,000 231,000 120, 000 | 154,000 
Caroline Islands (W est)..| 442,000 359,000 209,000 | 126,000 
. (East) .. 339,000 181,000 381,000 200,000 
Marshall Islands es ae 498,000 522,000 || 444,000 | 583,000 











imaged eng | 2,681,000 | 1,385,000 || 2,317,000 | 1,675,000 





* Including the Sjanga-Ngoko district. 
The 1903 figures are omitted as they are not properly comparable with those 
of 1904. 


The expansion which occurred in the trade of German East 
Africa during the year under review is ascribed to the outlet 
afforded by the Uganda Railway for the produce of districts 
previously as good as closed to international trade. The impor- 
tation of oversea goods into the interior was similarly facilitated. 
In this connection the report dwells upon the progress of railway 
construction in the German Protectorate, the Usambara railway 
being completed as far as Mombo, and work commenced on the 
Dar-es-Salaam to Mogoro line*. 

In the import trade the most noticeable increases took place 
in metal and metal manufactures, 1,682,000 marks (811,000 marks 
in 1903); machinery and vessels, 522,000 marks (328,000 marks) ; 
and textiles and clothing, 5,868,000 marks (5,146,000 marks). 

Amongst exports a remarkably active trade was shown in hides 
and skins (the value being 1,212,000 marks in 1904 as compared 
with 467,000 marks in 1903) which arose in the Muansa and 
Bukoba districts. India rubber headed the export list with a value 
of 2,237,000 marks (1,994,000 marks) and copra came next with 
856,000 marks (805,000 marks). 
wy. The falling off in imports into the Cameroons was due to smaller 
entries of brandy and salt. Goods which showed increases were : 





* The “ Deutsche Kolonialzeitung ” reports that the Dar-es-Salaam to Bagamoyo 
section is expected to be ready for traffic by July. 
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rice, 504,000 marks (349,000 marks in 1903); wood, 335,000 marks 
(129,000 marks) ; drugs, &c,, 229,000 marks (158,000 marks); and 
metals and metal manufactures 1,028,000 marks (959,000 marks). 
Imports from the United Kingdom fell off by 515,000 marks. In 
the first three quarters of 1905 imports amounted in value to 
the large total of 10,235,000 marks, against 6,432,000 marks in 
the corresponding period of 1904, due to larger imports of drilling 
and other machinery, textiles, earthen and glass ware. 

In the export trade the shares of Germany and England 
showed a marked alteration in 1904, the shipments to the 
former having been 1,854,000 marks more, and to the latter 
1,406,000 marks less than in the previous year, owing to the British 
steamers having taken a large proportion of the produce to 
Hamburg instead of to Liverpool as formerly. The goods which 
showed the chief increases were: cocoa, 1,044,000 marks (928,000 
marks in 1903); indiarubber, 3,374,000 marks (2,006,000 marks) ; 
and ivory, 910,000 marks (755,000 marks). In the first three 
quarters of 1905 the value of exports amounted to 6,847,000 
marks as compared with 5,436,000 marks in the corresponding 
period of 1904. 

The very large increase in the imports into Togoland was due to 
larger entries of kola nuts, 572,000 marks (67,000 marks in 1903); 
brandy, 1,741,000 marks (1,106,000 marks); tobacco, 315,000 marks 
(255,000 marks) ; salt, 170,000 marks (124,000 marks); and metal 
and metal manufactures, 439,000 marks (351,000 marks). The 
increases in brandy, tobacco and salt were not due to larger 
consumption but were incidental to Customs tariff alterations. 

The principal exports were palm-nut kernels 992,000 marks 
(818,000 marks in 1903); palm oil, 367,000 marks (405,000 marks) ; 
and indiarubber, 713,000 marks (640,000 marks), Considerable 
attention has been given to the production of palm nuts, and had 
it not been for a drought, exports would have shown a larger 
augmentation. 

German New Guinea.—The diminution in imports into the 
Bismarck Archipelago was due to a falling off in tobacco and 
spirits (incidental to tariff modifications), and in timber and metal 
manufactures. Exports increased under the following headings 
copra, trepang and coffee (its first appearance). 

Samoa.—The 1903 import figures were larger than those of 
1904 owing to very large importations in the former year 
on account of various schemes of development. The exports of 
copra, although showing a falling-off in value, were actually more 
in quantity. When the price of this staple rose again at the end 
of 1904, a considerable improvement in the purchasing power of 
the Colony took place; competition, however, kept prices of 
imported articles low. 
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COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL CONDITION AND 
TRADE OF ARGENTINA IN 1905. 


The following review of the condition of commerce and agricul- 
ture in the Argentine Republic in 1905 is taken from a report 
by H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Buenos Ayres (Mr. F. D. Harford) :— 

‘Trade generally was very good in 1905, in fact it was perhaps 
the most genuinely prosperous year in the history of the country. 
House property realised large prices; in Buenos Ayres, Rosario, 
and Bahia Blanca, especially, house rents rose about 20 per cent., 
and much building is in progress. ‘The export and import figures 
surpass those of any previous year, and the trade with Great 
Britain is the largest on record, amounting, probably, to about 
35,000,0001., of which over 20,000,000/. would be exports to Great 
Britain. I understand that no less than 500 locomotives were 
ordered by the English railway companies in 1905, as well as a 
vast amount of other rolling stock and tools. 

‘The importation from England of steam threshing machines 
with engines, has been very large of late. 

‘“ Agriculture is the most important industry in the Argentine, 
and the harvest of 1905-6 promises to be as bountiful as each of 
the three previous harvests. The only cloud on the horizon is the 
possibility that the enormous swarms of locusts which invaded the 
Northern and Western Provinces in the middle of 1905 may 
destroy the maize crop in the region where they laid eggs. ‘The 
wheat and linseed crops are safe and suffered little, but the maize 
is not picked till May. A number of troops have been engaged 
for some time in destroying locusts, and the Government have 
voted large sums for the work. The area of cultivation is con- 
stantly extending, especially that of wheat and maize, and the 
price of agricultural land, even in districts hitherto considered too 
remote, has doubled and trebled in value in many cases in the past 
three years. Such activity in land sales has not been witnessed 
since the so-called “ boom” of 1888-1889. 

‘The exports of frozen beef from Argentina to the United 
Kingdom exceeded those from the United States for the first time 
in 1905. 

‘‘The price of wool and of fat wethers has been very high, and 
there is no doubt the number of sheep is decreasing, as they are 
being driven west and south by the increasing area devoted to 
cereals. For the season 1905-6 no less than 22,558,170 acres are 
under wheat, maize, and linseed, an increase of 1,488,165 acres 
over 1904-5. The laying down of land to alfalfa (lucern) con- 
tinues on a vast scale; it transforms what was often worthless 
land into rich pastures, able to carry a large head of cattle, or to 
yield several crops of hay in the year without the necessity of 
re-sowing for many years.” 


According to official statistics received at the Board of Trade, 
the value of the imports of merchandise into Argentina in 1905 
was 205,154,420 dols., an increase of 17,848,451 dols. as 
compared with 1904. The exports of merchandise amounted to 
322,843,841 dols., an increase of 58,686,316 dols. 












Mar. 15, 1906.] 





THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


—_— -—— 








509 


Commercial and Mattel Condition and Trade of 


Argentina wm 1905. 





The following table shows the principal countries participating 
in the trade, and the share taken by each in 1905, as compared 


with 1904 :— 


























| 
1904, | 1905. 

Principal Countries. | 
Imports. Exports. | Imports. Exports. 

= ted FI ms te MR RIS. Cocca 

Dols. Dols. || Dols. | Dols. 

United Kingdom ... 64,517,103 | 36,445,139 || 68,391,043 | 44,826,670 
Germany 24,926,278 | 29,522,112 | 29,083,027 | 37,058,221 
Belgium 9,069,123 | 17,566,034 | 8,727,076 | 20,780,850 
Spain 4,797,996 | 1,928,892 | 5,726,872 | 2,334,802 
France 17,109,716 | 30,596,559 || 21,248,202 | 37,594,281 
Italy .| 19,127,902 4,344,952 | 20,284,673 6,468,941 
United States of America... 24,473,877 | 10,214,989 || 28,920,443 | 15,717,458 
Brazil 6,032,973 | 10,427,012 | 5,328,004 | 18,039,395 
Other countries 17,251,001 26,863,227 | 17,445,080 36,792,495 
Uncertain destination --- 96,253.609 | — 109,030,728 
Totals | 187,305,969 | 264,157,525 | 205,154,420 | 322,843,841 











The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
imported during the years 1904 and 1905 :— 





1904. | 





Principal Articles imported. | | 1905. 

Dollars. Dollars. 
Textiles... 56,819,229 46,218,951 
Tron and hardw are, sc, -- 26,172,285 
Vehicles and rolling stock a 23,362,431 
Stoneware, glass and ceramic goods 15,995,293 17,466,903 
Agricultural implements . — 16,532,552 
Wood and manufactures of ... ; 14,892,273 14,168,163 
Foodstuffs bbe we on ; 13,796,408 13,739,650 
Wines, spirits, &c. ... of ‘ 7,790,815 9,167,842 
Chemicals and pharmaceutical produc ts : 6,014,344 6,275,786 
Oils sit de 6,205,756 5,556,067 
Tobacco, Ke. wih dp 4,578,498 4,455,408 
Paper and manufactures om - 4,023,720 4,133,842 
Leather and manufactures of on 1,410,617 1,796,844 
Colours and dyes oe 1,154,439 1,441,726 














The values of the principal exports from Argentina during the 


past two years were as follows :— 





Principal Exports. 





Wheat ‘ _ 
Wool in the grease .., 
Maize... 

Hides and skins 
Linseed 

Frozen meat . 
Wheat-flour ... 
Cattle.. : 
Quebracho extract . 


eg 





| 1901. 1905. 

! Dollars. Dollars, 
66,947,891 85,883,141 
48,355,002 64,312,927 
44,391,196 46,537,402 
24,539,712 30,509,533 
28,359,923 26,233,851 
16,863,641 21,553,752 

4,757,248 5,373,699 
2,852,820 5,160,483 
2,011,130 2,427,772 








Note.—The dollar referred to is the gold dollar, worth about 4s. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


TRANSVAAL: 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 162 of the 
R shane ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 26th October 
at tne wee last respecting the provisions of the Transvaal 
Ordinance. 1905 Explosives Ordinance No. 4 of 1905, the Board 
: * of Trade have now received a copy of the 
‘Transvaal Government Gazette” for 9th February last, which 
contains a Government Notice (No. 121 of 1906) giving the Regu- 
lations which have been framed under section 29 of the above- 
mentioned Ordinance of 1905. 

By section 70 of the Regulations it is provided that no explosive 
shall be imported into or exported from the Transvaal, except 
under a permit, and such explosive shall be of good quality and 
packed in accordance with certain specified regulations. 

In the case of explosives packed in the United Kingdom or some 
British Colony, in accordance with regulations which differ from 
the regulations under notice, consignments of explosives may be 
accepted by the Inspector at his discretion. 

The permits for ammunition, gunpowder for use in small arms, 
and small arm nitro-compounds may be obtained from the Colonial 
Secretary, and in the case of all other explosives, from an Inspector 
of Explosives, or his deputy. 

Regulations are also laid down respecting the packing, trans 
porting, and storing of explosives, and also for the licensing of 
factories, and the conditions under which the manufacture of 
explosives may be carried on. 

These Regulations may be seen by persons interested at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. 





EGYPT: 


The Egyptian “Journal Officiel” for the 24th February contains 
Revised Valuation the following revised Valuation Tariff for use 
Tariff for certain in assessing import duties on certain oils, 
Oils. Colours. &€ colours, &c., which was to come into operation 

, mom" on the 22nd February, and will remain in force 
until the 21st May, 1906, or until denunciation :— 
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EGY PT—continued. 





Articles. 


| Valuation 
| per kilog. 
|  (net).* 





Cotton-seed oil, ‘ prime winter yellow ” coe ee 


3 


99 


Zinc, white (first quality) including “ Vieille Montagne” ... 
(second quality) including “‘ Nouvelle Montagne ” 


99 


Red lead 
Cochineal 


Coco-nut oil, raw o 


boiled oi 


r refined 


; ,, refined, and “ summer yellow ” ans sen 
Linseed oil, raw eee ees 


: Milliémes.t 


20} 
18! 
20 
21 
26 





.. | Ad valorem, 
sont! 19 
.. | Ad valorem. 


| 
j 

oe | ” 
| 








The same issue of the “ Journal Officiel”” contains the following 
Valuation Tariff for use in assessing import 


Valuation 
Tariff for Sesame. 


duties on certain kinds of sesame. 


The Tariff 


was to come into force on the 25th February, 
and to remain in operation until the 24th May, 1906, or until 
denunciation :— 





Valuation 
per kilog.* 





Sesame from China 


99 
9 
9 


99 


India 
Zanzibar 


Aleppo and Cyprus 
Syria and Turkey ... 





* Duty is leviedl on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 


Milliémes.f 
123 
12 
12 
1lf 
14 








t 1,000 millitemes = £ E1 = 1. 0s. 6d. 





RUSSIA: 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a translation of a notification which appeared 


Duty-free 
Importation of 
Household 
Effects of 
Immigrant 
Settlers. 


country) are entitled to duty-free admission under the new 
Russo-German Treaty; and laying down the conditions under 
which this privilege is to be granted. An authorisation must 
be specially obtained in each separate instance from the Minister 


in a recent issue of the St. Petersburg ‘ Com- 
mercial and Industrial Gazette,” calling atten- 
tion to the fact that the household effects of 
German immigrants into Russia (and conse- 
quently of other foreign immigrants entitled 


to most-favoured nation treatment 


of Finance; and a certificate of a foreign or Russian official or 


in that 
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ie 


institution must be presented to the Customs proving that the 
person or family concerned is in reality moving into Russia to 
settle there, together with a duly certified list of the household 
effects which it is desired to import. 

The complete translation of these regulations may be seen at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, K.C. 





GERMANY (HAMBURG). 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
copy and translation of a Law which has 
recently been promulgated by the Senate of 
Hamburg respecting the declaration of goods 
for statistical purposes at the Free Port of 


Declaration of 
Goods in the Free 
Port. 


Hamburg. 

In accordance with this Law goods entering or leaving the Free 
Port of Hamburg must be declared by the receiver or the con- 
signor as “ for importation,” ‘‘ for exportation,” or “for transit,” as 
the case may be, on declaration forms supplied by the Board of 
Indirect Taxation. In the case of goods forwarded by parcel post, 
the declaration is dispensed with; also in the case of passengers’ 
baggage, and of goods removed to another port in the importing 
ship. The declaration fee chargeable on imported goods is one- 
tenth of 1 per cent. of the value of the goods; but certain classes 
of goods,.as enumerated in the Law, are exempted from the pay- 
ment of this fee. 

The Law, which supersedes the previous Law of October, 1888, 
came into force on the lst March. The complete text of the Law, 
with the translation, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 





FRANCE—RUSSIA.: 


With reference to the notice which appeared on pp. 406-8 of the 
L ; “ Journal” for the 30th November last on the 
sare tigen subject of the Franco-Russian Commercial Con- 
Prat nv cian Vention of 16th/29th September, 1905, the 
iaguanel ig Board of Trade have now received, through the 
estar Foreign Office, a copy of a French law approv- 
ees ing the Convention in question, which was 
ratified on the 7th/20th February, 1906. 

Particulars of the reductions effected by this Convention in the 
rates of duty levied under the new Russian Customs tariff have 
been embodied in the intervm statement relating to that tariff, 
which has recently been published as a Parliamentary paper. 
[Cd. 2,857: price 9d. ] 
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SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at page 594 of the 
“Journal” for the 28th September last, on 
Wheatand Wheat 41. subject of the Spanish import duties on 
Flour.—Re- : 
wheat and wheat flour, the Board of Trade 
establishment of ; 
have now received information, through the 
Duties fixed by war 
Foreign Office, to the effect that a Royal Decree 
the Customs q he 9th M ; ; } 
Tariff was issued on the 9th March, re-imposing the 
full duties inscribed in the Tariff on these 
articles (viz., wheat, 8 pesetas, and wheat flour, 13:2 pesetas per 
100 kilogs.), in consequence of the price of wheat in the 
markets of Castile falling below 27 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 





SPAIN—SWITZERLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Office, to the effect that, in acoordénce with the 


P rolongation of authority conferred on the Federal Council by 


cee we Decree*, the Swiss-Spanish Provisional Com- 
Agreement mercial ‘Agreement of the 29th August, 1905f, 


has been prolonged until the 1st July next by 
an Exchange of Notes between the two Governments. 

{As -reported in the ‘‘ Journal” for the 2nd February (p. 366), 
the Spanish Government had already extended the application of 
the Provisional Agreement until the lst July by Decree, so far as 
regards imports. into Spain. | 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—SWITZERLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a Proclamation by the President of the 
United States, dated the Ist January, 1906, 
putting into force certain concessions accorded 
to Switzerland under the provisions of Section 3 of the United 
States Tariff Act. The following is the text of the Proclamation :— 
‘Whereas the Government of Switzerland decreed the 
‘removal on and after Ist January, 1906, of all differential 
‘Customs duties from the products of the soil and industry of 
‘the United States, and granted to the same the benefit of 
‘‘the Swiss conventional tariff rates, by which action in the 
‘judgment of the President reciprocal and equivalent con- 
‘“ cessions are established in favour of the said products of the 

“ United States. 
‘* Now, therefore, be it known that I, Theodore Roosevelt, 
. President of the United States of America, acting under the 


* See “ Bos wd of Trade Journal ” ” for the 8th February, 1906, p. 275. 
+ See “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 14th September, 1905, p. 500. 


Reciprocity 
Arrangement. 
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‘‘ authority conferred by the third section of the Tariff Act of 
“the United States approved 24th July, 1897, do hereby 
‘ suspend during thecontinuance in force of the said concessions 
‘‘ by the Government of Switzerland the imposition and collec- 
7 mdi of the duties imposed by the first section of said Act upon 
‘‘ the articles hereinafter specified being the products of the 
‘soil and industry of Switzerland; and do declare in place 
‘‘ thereof the following rates of duty provided in the third 
‘“‘ section of said Act to be in force and effect from and after 
‘‘the date of this Proclamation, of which the officers and 
‘“ citizens of the United States will take due notice, namely : 

‘Upon argols, or crude tartar, or wine lees, crude, five per 
“ centum ad valorem. 

‘‘ Upon brandies, or other spirits manufactured or distilled 
“from grain or other materials, one dollar and seventy-five 
“cents per proof gallon. 

‘‘ Upon still wines, and vermuth, in casks, thirty-five cents 
“per gallon ; in bottles or jugs, per case of one dozen bottles 
‘or jugs containing each not more than one quart and more 
‘“ than one pint, or twenty-four bottles or jugs containing each 
‘‘ not more than one pint, one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
‘case, and any excess beyond these quantities found in such 
“ bottles or jugs-shall be subject to a duty of four cents per 
‘‘ pint or fractional part thereof, but no separate or additional 
‘* duty shall be assessed upon the bottles or jugs. 

‘‘ Upon paintings in oil or water colours, pastels, pen and 
“ink drawings, and statuary, fifteen per centum ad valorem. 

“‘In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
‘‘ caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

* Done at the City of Washington this first day of January, 
‘‘in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
‘six, and of the Independence of the United States of 
‘* America the one hundred and thirtieth. 


‘* THEODORE ROOSEVELT.” 





PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 


Increase of 
Duty on Cotton 


telegraphic information to the effect that the 
President of the United States has approved 
a Bill increasing the duty on cotton splits. 


Splits. It is understood, that the increased duties are 


to come into force on the 27th April. 





avs aio 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Board of Trade have issued, under section 438 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1894, instructions to their sur- 
— heoueg veyors containing the revised ‘l'ables of Free- 
of Freeboard, board. These tables, with explanatory notes, 
are intended for the information and guidance of the surveyors in 
assigning load lines to vessels. Rules for the assignment of 
freeboards to turret deck and shelter deck vessels are also in- 
cluded. Copies of the instructions may be purchased, either 
directly ov through any bookseller, from Wyman & Sons, Ltd., 
Fetter Lane, .C. ; or Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or E. Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street, Dublin, at a csst of 6d. each exclusive of 


postage. 


_— 





RUSSIA. 


A despatch has been received, through the Foreign Office, from 
H.M. Embassy at St. Petersburg, reporting 


Orenburg- that according to a local paper, the traffic on 
Tashkend =the Orenburg-Tashkend Railway shows thr 
Railway. e Urenburg-Lashkend hailway shows three 


post and four mixed goods and passenger trains! 
as leaving Orenburg for Kazalinsk per week. Goods trains are 
not noted in the time-table. It is also stated that through 
connection may be expected in a fortnight’s time from the present 
date (despatch dated 19th February), and that the service between 
Orenburg and ‘T'ashkend will be accelerated from seventy-six hours 
to about sixty-five. ‘The tariff will also be lowered. It is believed’ 
that the damage caused by floods last year has now been made good. 





BELGIUM. | 
H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir E. C. Hertslet) reports that 
a Belgian company has recently been con- 
stituted at Antwerp under the name of the 
aadteien “Compagnie Royale Belge Argentine,” with a 
Ri capital of three millions of francs, with the 
iver Plate. : . ee Ala § : 
object of inaugurating a new service of steamers 
between Antwerp and the River Plate. The service is for the 
present to be a monthly one. ‘The steamers, of an average tonnage 
of 5,500 tons gross, will be under the Belgian flac, and are to be 
commanded by officers of Belgian nationality. | 
The company has secured four vessels (of which two are new 
ships) for the service. | 


New Ss. Service 
between Antwerp 


ee ee © 





ITALY. 


The German Consul at Genoa reports the laying of the foundation 
ee thitihinabines stone of a new harbour and docks at Nervi. 
on iene The work is being undertaken by German 
capital, and will be finished by about the end 

of August. Its completion is expected to aid conside ‘rably in the 

industrial development of Nervi and its neighbourhood. | 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
CANADA. 


The American Iron and Steel Association have published in their 
waits: ag tS Bulletin” of the 15th February, statistics, 
Pig Iron in 1905 received direct from the manufacturers, of the 

‘ production of all kinds of pig iron in Canada 
in the calendar year 1905. The total production in that year 
amounted to 468,003 tons, against 270,942 tons in 1904, an 
increase of 197,061 tons, or over 72 per cent. The production in 
1905 was much the largest in the history of the Dominion and 
exceeded that of 1902, the year of next lazgest production, by 
148,446 tons, or over 46 per cent. Of the total preduction last 
year 432,870 tons were made with coke, 4,836 tons with charcoal 
and coke mixed, and 80,297 tons with charcoal. 

The production of basic pig iron in Canada in 1905 amounted 
to 172,102 tons, against 70,135 tons in 1904, and the production 
of Bessemer pig iron to 149,203 tons, against 26,016 tons in 1904. 
‘be production of malleable Bessemer pig iron in 1905 amounted 
to 3,300 tons; foundry pig iron, 139,528 tons; forge pig iron, 
3,000 tons; and white and mottled aud miscellaneous grades of 
pig iron, including castings made direct from the furnace, 370 
tons. Neither ferro-silicon, ferro-phosphorus, spiegeleisen, nor 
ferro-manganese was made. The quantity of limestone consumed 
for fluxing purposes by blast furnaces in Canada in 1905 amounted 
to 290,510 tons. 

Qn $list December 1905, Canada had. 14 completed blast 
furnaces, of which 9 were in blast and 5 were idle. 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND. 


The following figures showing the gold yield of the various 
Gold Yield in Australian States during 1905, with com- 

1905 parative totals for 1904, are taken from the 

; “Journal of Commerce” (Melbourne). The 

figures in the South Australian total are estimates based on past 
yields :-— 

















. 
State. | 1904. 1905. 

NET ERR ~ Ae AE : sicinis 
| Fine ozs. Fine ozs. 
New South Wales 7 269,817 274,267 
Victoria... soe pon Pied ane oes] 771,298 732,603 
Queensland ies ae wie a onl 624,917 578,364 
West Australia ... are be tes sath 1,983,230 1,955,316 
South Australia ... wa non ise cbt 21,886 20,982 
Tasmania ... I igi Segue 65,921 67,893 

| ) 

Total, fine ozs. ... Sie al 3,737,069 | 3,629,430 
Value ... ae = £ 15,940,977 | 15,456,909 


| 
} 


i 





The “ Journal ” gives the export of gold from New Zealand in 
1905 as 520,486 ozs., valued at 2,093,936/., as against 520,320 ozs., 
valued at 1,987,5010. in 1904. 
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TRANSVAAL: 
The annual report for the year 1905 of. the Transvaal Chamber of 
Mines states that work on the ‘various ‘coal 
Coal production. fields in the Transvaal was steady throughout 
the year, the relative figures for 1904 and 
1905 being as follows :-— 


Value at 

Tons. Pits’ oe 
1968 is... 2,606,799 ...... 846,272 
a 2,409,083 ...... 883,891 


In December, 1905, there were 25 producing collieries at work; 
viz.:—7 in the Boksburg District, 11 at Middelburg, and 7 in 
other districts. These figures show an increase of 2 companies 
when compared with the corresponding months in 1904. 





RUSSIA. 
The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) gives, on the 
authority of the Bureau of Statistics of Kharkoff, 


Coal Production +, following statistics of the coal production 




















in 1905. of Russia :— 
Sentetpie | 1904. | 1905. 
Sa fain a Re RE 
Pouds. Pouds. 
Donetz ... aie wes nan pes ». 803,340,000 | 792,400,000 
Dombrova... wie oan son won ken 287,030,000 | 220,000,000 
Moscow ... ene bid shi ied id 14,400,000 14,100,000 
Caucasus ... abn bid Bea abe nail 2,620,000 2,000,000 
Other districts... ‘die ae on aes 45,430,000 40,000,000 
Total ... ode esi ane | 1,152,820,000 — 1,068,500,000 


| 
Poud = 36 Ibs. 
There was a falling-off of 25 per cent. in production in Poland, 
but, as is shown above, only a slight decline in Donetz. Stocks 
in the latter district are, however, said to have increased 50 per 
cent., whilst they are practically ni in Poland. 


NORWAY. 

H.M. Minister at Christiania (Sir A. J. Herbert, K.C.V.O.) 
Shipbuilding in 228 forwarded particulars of shipbuilding in 
r sees 5 Norway in 1905 from which it appears that 
that country ranks seventh on the list of the 
shipbuilding countries of the world with 64 ships of 53,000 tons 
and 32,000 ich.p. These vessels were built chiefly at Nyland 
(9 ships of 10,200 tons), Fevig (6 ships of 9,600 tons), Frederikstad 
(8 ships of 7,200 tons), Bergen (6 ships of 7,000 tons), Laxevaag 
(6 ships of 6,000 tons), and Framnaes (6 ships of 5,000 tons). 


a —_ —— 





— - ———$—$—$ 
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The machinery was made at Akers (6,860 i.h.p.), Bergen 
(6,700 ih.p.), Nyland (6,200 ih.p.), Fristad (4,200 i.h.p. ), and 
Laxevaag ( 3. 800 i.h.p.) 

It is added that the number of vessels built in 1905 was the 
greatest that could be produced in the country, owing to lack of 
facilities. As it is, a sufficient number of vessels cannot be built 
for the country’s requirements, and in the case of the larger vessels, 
their construction cannot be undertaken with profit. 

Prices in 1905 are said to have been satisfactory. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

The British Commercial Agent in the United States (Mr. E. Seymour 
Bell) reports that, in a recent issue of the ‘ Manu- 
facturers’ Record,” attention is drawn to the 
signing of a lease of 50,000 acres of iron ore 
property in Potts Creek Valley (Virginia). The immediate and 
extensive development of these properties is contemplated. They 
have been known for some years to contain brown hematite of 
good quality. It is reported that the term of the lease is 40 years 
and it is understood that there is to be a minimum production of 
500,000 tons a year at a royalty of 20 cents per ton. 

Tron ores of a similar nature have been mined for some years in 
an adjacent district and their value has been demonstrated. ‘The 
formation is what is known as Oriskany ore, out of which high 
grade iron can be made without mixture with other ores. The 
ores are not suitable for making Bessemer steel, being too high in 
phosphorus, but may be adapted to the basic process. 

Should the properties turn out to be as valuable as is expected 
it will greatly increase the production of the Virginia iron works 
which have had difficulty for some time in securing a sufficient 
quantity of ore. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—PHILIPPINES. 
According to a report by the Belgian Consul for the Philippines, 
extensive coal deposits have been discovered in 
the small island of Batan, on the south-east 
of Luzon. The seams in this island are said to 
be so rich that one square half-mile in the coal area is estimated to 
furnish an annual output of 200,000 tons; the quality is excellent 
and some of the layers are 13 feet thick. 





Iron Ore Mines 
in Virginia, 





Discovery of Coal 
in Batan. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The following statement, showing the exports of cotton goods 
Exports of (domestic manufacture) from the United States 
ate: the undermentioned countries during the 
month ended 31st January, 1905 and 1906, 
has been compiled from the official statistics issued by the United 
States Government :— 
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Yarns and Teztiles. 








Month ended 3l1st 



































To January. 
1905. 1906. 
Coloured and uncoloured cloths— Yards. Yards. 
United Kingdom one " 1,929,287 1,589,536 
France ... ove ee | _ — 
Germany ose ° +s] 62,983 502,500 
Other Europe ... - o --| 1,049,648 1,163,692 
British North America : | 4760,393 | 5,421,381 
Central America and British ‘Honduras am --| 15,716,414 | 16,220,395 
aig hag 1 eae tale ’ ..| 1,850,643 | 1,876,815 
Cuba... 8,848,471 | 15,625,011 
Other West Indies and Bermuda éd 14,152,454 | 20,540,554 
Argentina che ion - 1,443,862 1,648,425 
Brazil ... seo - 5,371,457 4,980,363 
Chile... ves a | 7,416,646 | 10,661,885 
Colombia > «| 12,614,714 6,371,310 
Venezuela a - | 4,290,987 3,685,629 
Other South America . be «| 93,755,787 4,391,841 
Chinese Empire _— saa - vee | 231,264,802 | 335,786,161 
British East Indies... eve a «| 3,150,359 7,907,184 
Hong- Kong _ es 298,748 207,883 
Japan -" 9,287,104 1,901,484 
British Australasia - 2,989,770 4,612,610 
Philippine Islands ee 8,707,314 1,557,998 
Other Asia and Oceania * 12,375,866 | 16,462,905 
British Africa ... - 2,371,202 4,644,401 
All other Africa cee +. | 385,371 371,801 
Total quantity ... Yards} 354,094,282 | 468,131,764 
Total value - Dols.| 20,454,214 | 27,844,144 
Other cotton goods— Dollars, Dollars. 
United Kingdom 667,869 785,045 
Belgium ase ose 42,259 175,656 
France ... win eee 7,931 41,302 
Germany 389,978 499,024 
Netherlands ... odd =F =e 24 ,042 29,888 
Other Europe ... a one eee 45,569 59,237 
British North America 1,246,770 1,428,214 
Central America and British ‘Honduras 410,679 402,340 
Mexico ... ind bes bee 320,546 $21,054 
Cuba... 231,696 273,925 
Other West Indies and ‘Bermuda 119,431 133,629 
Argentina one eee 171,563 122,250 
Brazil 44,053 28,456 
Chile 12,331 14,635 
Colombia 60,875 25,182 
Venezuela se 12,087 19,911 
Other South America .. 30,916 38,857 
Chinese Empire oos® tee 60,174 135,395 
British East Indies ... ... sh 4,870 6,645 
Hong-Kong ; se eee eee 46,394 89,171 
British Australasia... ahs ae 324,322 365,023 
Philippine Islands ___.., ove ove 47,365 56,506 
Other Asia and Oceania inh 142,569 81,028 
British Africa ... ond 99,031 151,587 
All other Africa 3,727 9,395 
Other countries 1,186 3,434 
Total value ». Dols.| 4,568,233 5,296,789 
Grand total value of all cotton goods exported Dols,} 25,022,447 | 33,140,938 
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AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of LHxcise 

Corn Prices. in the week ended the 10th March, 1906, 
were as follows :— 


Wheat ... Bates ius ic. Bek «OE, 
Barley ... ue oe so), es: 
Oats ane me at » soe’ -6a. 


For further particulars see p. 025. 


A statement is published on p. 526, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
je are 2 my ~ imported into the United Kingdom during the 

oduce. week ended the 10th March, 1906, as_ well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1905. 





BRITISH GUIANA. 


The Demerara “ Argosy” gives a brief account of cotton and rice 
experiments conducted by Mr. Pasea on behalf 
we ee of the Board of Agriultare: i 
ne ‘ The four varieties of Egyptian cotton were 
-found to be doing fairly well, while the Sea Island was growing 
luxuriantly. The plants are very vigorous, and there is every 
promise of a good crop being reaped. The soil on the plantation 
where the experiments were being carried out is a somewhat light 
loam, and the mode of growth bears no resemblance to the manner 
in which cotton grows on the clay soils of the colony. 

Mr. Pasea is also experimenting with the varieties of rice, the 
seeds having been supplied to him from the Botanic Gardens. 
Much importance is attached by the Board of Agriculture to these 
experiments, carried out as they are on abandoned cane fields. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES—BARBADOS. 


The “ Agricultural News ” (Barbados), of 17th February reports that 
Sale of Cotton 2” Act of great importance to the cotton industry 
Act. 1906 in Barbados has recently been passed by the 

, Legislature. It is entitled the ‘‘ Sale of Cotton 

Act, 1906,” and provides for the triennial appointment of cotton 
inspectors by the vestries of each parish and for their due pay- 
ment ; for the registration of all lands under cotton cultivation ; 
for the issuing of certificates to sellers and the granting of licences 
to purchasers ; and for the penalties to follow on a breach of its 
regulations. 
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Agriculture. 
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PERSIA. 


The “Nachrichten fiir Handel” reports that with a view to 

developing the silk industry of Persia, which 
Silk Cultivation. has of late shown a falling-off, a department 

has been established by official decree for the 
purpose of giving attention to various matters in connection with 
the improvement of the product. Its objects will include the 
testing of imported silk-worm eggs; inspection of cocoons, with 
reference to their proper treatment and the prevention of disease ; 
establishment of schools of instruction; dissemination of reports 
on the subject; purchase of silk-worm eggs; laying out of 
mulberry plantations ; purchase of ‘utensils, tools, &c. 

The central office of the department will be at the Caliph’s 
residence, Teheran. At the ports where silk-worm eggs are imported, 
an inspector will examine the eggs and place a distinguishing 
mark upon the packages. A similar system will obtain at the 
frontier Custom houses. 





MISCELLANEOUS. | 


UNITED KINGDOM, 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 

during the week ended the 8th March, 1906, 
Cotton Statistics, was 95,642 (including 148 bales British West 

Indian), and the number imported during 
the ten weeks ended the 8th March was 1,124,406 (including 
974 bales British West Indian and 223 bales British West 
African). As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended 
the 8th March, 1906, 9,487 bales, and for the ten weeks, 98,339. 

For further details see p. 525. 


A statement showing the number of receiving orders and 
Oe na administration orders under Sec. 125 (Deceased. 
Stati m y Debtors’ Estates) gazetted in England and 

picens Wales during the month and two months 

ending 28th February, 1906, will be found on pp. 527-8. 


The following persons nominated by a local authority to the post 
of inspector of weights and measures have 
meapeatans 6 passed the examination provided for by the 
Weights and 8th section of the Weights and Measures Acts, 
mopqures. 1904:—S. P. C. Bass, Stafford Borough ; 
J. Chamberlain, Macclesfield; H. J. Gardner, Kidderminster ; 
G. Marshall, Bootle; F. W. Myers, Leicestershire; and 
A. Ormerod, Blackburn. 
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Miscellaneous. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
' copy of Act No. 19 of 1905 of the Parliament 
ra eee: of the Australian Commonwealth, relating to 
RT ee mar to immigrants under contract to perform manual 
Perform Manual labour in the Commonwealth. Paragraph (g) 
ee tea of section three, and the whole of section 
enelienianits eleven of the Immigration Restriction Act of 
‘ 1901, the regulations under which were noted 
in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of the 6th March, 1902, 
p. 466, is repealed by the Act of 1905. 
The text of the Act may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 78, Basinghall Street, H.C. 








SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
Parrot received from the South African Customs 
Statistics Statistical Bureau a copy of the second quarterly 

: ‘return issued by the Bureau since its establish- 

ment, the figures being for the six months ending 3lst December, 
1905. The tables contained in this return are compiled on the 
same principle as those in the first quarterly return. An impor- 
tant additional table is, however, included, showing the quantities 
and value of the imports into British South Africa of certain 
descriptions of merchandise in which at present it would appear 
that articles of foreign manufacture are competing successfully 
with British goods. 





FRANCE—GUADELOUPE: 


According to the ‘‘ Feuille de Renseignements,” the organ of the 
French Colonial Office, the trade of Guadeloupe 

Trade in 1904. in 1904 showed a further falling off, due par- 
ticularly to the crisis in the sugar trade. ‘The 

values of the imports and exports are shown in the following 


table :— 


[ 








a 1903. 1904. 
| Francs. Francs. 
Imports wie as in ink bed | 17,359,000 | 13,268,000 
18,168,000 | 12,926,000 


Exports 





Total trade 35,527,000 | 26,194,000 
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Amongst exports, rum showed a noteworthy increase, namely 
to 6,661,000 litres, as compared with 5,828,000 litres in 1903, and 
2,500,000 litres in 1901, and it is considered that this industry 
promises further development. The cultivation of oranges and 
bananas is spreading, as also is that of cotton. 





SPAIN. 


In a report on the fishing industry of north-west Spain, the Acting 
British Consul at Corunna (Mr.'l’.Guyatt) dwells 


‘ = P on the importance that port is acquiring as a 
my ts ” fishing port, and remarks that as this develop- 
4m - ment is steadily increasing the trade with the 


United Kingdom, especially in coal, it is of 
interest to note that there are now twelve trawlers all bought 
in the United Kingdom, and, as the owners are pleased with the 
investment, more orders for steam trawlers are to be placed, Hull 
being the favourite port. 

In view of the satisfactory results of the sales in Madrid of 
the fish caught in these fishing grounds, there is a movement 
to obtain from the Railway Companies reduced tariffs to send 
the fish to the Barcelona markets. If this be accomplished, it is 
presumed, says the Consul, that more trawlers will be purchased. 

This sudden development of the fishing industry, adds 
Mr. Guyatt, may have a most important future. Larger trawlers 
may be obtained for the cod fisheries, and if the duties on cod 
be raised, it will necessarily affect those countries exporting cod 
to Spain. 





BRAZIL: 


In reporting on the damage done by the recent floods in Brazil, 
H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. A, 
Damage done Chapman) states that the incessant rains that 
by Floods. lasted over a month in the interior caused 
serious floods and inundations and much loss and damage to 
property, especially in the States of Rio de Janeiro and Minas 
Geraes. Many of the' railways suffered severely from washouts, 
landslips, and the destruction of bridges, and in some districts all 
means of communication were stopped. 

Campos on the Parahyba has perhaps suffered the most, and the 
sugar crop of that district is considered entirely lost. At Campos 
the distress has been so severe that provisions have had to be sent 
to the inhabitants by train and sea. 

In the city of Rio de Janeiro several landslips have destroyed 
house property and caused loss of life. 
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BRA ZI]Li—continued. 


With reference to the article published in the “ Board of Trade 

Journal” of Ist June, 1905, pp. 399-400, 
Rate of Exchange. relative to Brazilian exchange and its effects 

on trade, H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro 
(Mr. A. Chapman) has forwarded the following statement showing 
for the six years 1900-1905 (1) the yearly average exchange at 
90 days sight on London, and (2) the average currency value of 
20s. sterling according to the average exchange :— 





: 
Average exchange | Average 

Year. at 90 days | currency value 

sight on London. | of 20s. sterling. 

















Pence. Milreis. 
1900 aia onie ins ae an cea 93 25°263 
1901 a x; Az e4 “a a 113 21°099 
BE dee lied? (hei: wael heed ia 11323 20-052 
ee al poh “<a fo all 12 20°000 
a ee eee ee 123%, 19-642 
Meee se aye 8d PS, wills 30) AUTEN 158% 15°103 


———— -—— — 








- —-—— -- ee — SD a 


Mr. Chapman remarks that to this depreciation in the currency 
value must also be added the increase in prices caused by increased 
tariffs and taxation. 

He quotes the following from a January number of the “ Jornal 
do Commercio,” the principal newspaper of Brazil :— 

“In January, 1896, exchange was 9,.d. and the sovereign was 
worth 26°482 dols., now exchange is 1613d. and the sovereign 
worth 14°275 dols., whilst the agio of gold has fallen 137 per cent. 
from 197°93 per cent. to 60°60 per cent. A bag of rice in 1896 
cost 17°750 dols., or less than 15s., to-day it costs 22°750 dols. 
or 3ls. Thus the price of rice is doubled. Again, 16 litres of 
sweet oil in 1890 cost 24°000 dols. and now cost 21°250 dols. 
or 10s. more. A barrel of dried-cod fish in 1896 cost 47°500 dols. 
(35s.) and now costs 44°500 dols. (62s.), an increase of 27s. per 
barrel. With regard to jerked beef, that from the Plate cost 
500 reis per kilog. in 1896 and now costs 600 reis, and this when 
the agio of gold has fallen 137 per cent. Jerked beef from Rio 
Grande do Sul has gone up from 330 to 460 reis. Wine 
which in 1896 cost 15l. sterling per pipe now costs 20/. and 


so on,” 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 


Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 10 Weeks 
ended 8th March, 1906 :— 


SE =e et en 


















































| Week ended | 0 1 Week ended 1) Wome 
—_— | Sth March, 8th March. | 8th March, Sth Marcl 
19(6. | March, | 1906 th March, 
1906. . 1906, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. | No. No. 
American | 63,789 827,867 | 3,120 45,180 
Brazilian... ia wo 15,009 81,066 | 70 3,690 
East Indian ... ene - 7,218 37,657 797 11,871 
Kgyptian _... one | 17,935 163,765 5,173 36,148 
Miscellaneous a 1,691* 14,051} | 327 1,450 
sone Ta, | 95,642 | 1,124,408 9,487 98,339 
* Including 148 bales British West Indian. 
+ & 974 © Fs and 223 bales British West African. 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 10th March, 1906, and corresponding weeks of 
the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 








Average Price, 








Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 











| ae * &  @ 1 sae 


Week ended 10th March, 1906 ses ve| 28005 25 1 | 1s 8 

Corresponding week in— | | 
1899 ... <0 one | 25 10 26 3 | 16 10 
1900 ... | 25 10 24 =O 16 11 
1901 ... _ in bive us wa 4 3s ae a 
1902 ... eee oc e060 dee ooo SE J 26 6 | 20 6 
1903 ... op an ove sae ad ae |e 22 10 ; 17 O 
1904 ... ose ove ose eee a a «6. 22 5 16 8 
1905 ... ‘ee ove we se a ma = 25 2 | 16 10 











* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returrs of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperia)] bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 


imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 10th March, 1906, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 




















| Week ended 
édlihiinni 10th Mar., 
1906. 
| 
Animals, living :— | nt 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ose ...| Number. - | 6,7 18 
Sheep and lambs no - | 2,562 
Swine me ove a os ” — 
Horses ... en wen - . 444 
Fresh Meat :— i 
Beef eee eee eee eee eee ee Cwts. l ee 
eat = Ge’ wa oa” ae . 57,746 
eae ” 9,002 
Salted or preserved meat :— | 
Bacon ... ont one ove - - Cwts. 123,741 | 
Beef... an ons one “ - - 671 
Hams ... eee ove ove - wa 15,080 
Pork... ai _ -" - ent " 2,547 
Meat, unenumerated, saltedorfresh  _— .. ef 16,059 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... a | 9,017 
Dairy produce and substitutes :-— . | ’ 
a oe a i Cwts. | 89,542 
Margarine il obs me i | 21,773 
ae eee ee ee ” | 23,587 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums eee am | 10 
Ee a a | 45 
» condensed dea S66 - os “i | 18,194 
»» preserved, other kinds... ee ° ao | 25 
Eggs i ee” a gee Grt. Hundr. 226,213 
Poultry... cos ~ coe oe Value £ 41,720 
Game as = _ _ - 3,354 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ‘ ove Owts. 2,429 
Lard am ‘ei eee eee ee “ 45,664 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
Wheat ... ape ‘“ ove ee Owts. 1,692,400 
Wheat meal and flour ese os a 258,400 | 
Barley ove ove ove ee a 437,600 | 
Oats ses ee eee ee eee oe - 197,000 | 
Peas a ae ae a " | 28,640 | 
Beans... _ _ eee - ee se 2,480 | 
Maize or Indian corn ... - - a 1,393,600 | 
Fruit, raw :— | 
Apples ... me jos ase - - Cwts. 32,734 | 
Apricots and peaches... 4. ee e | 45 | 
Bananas ; ee oe «-| Bunches. | 111,790 | 
Cherries ... wld leis ast - abe Cwts. —_ | 
Se ee gi att | 
Gooseberries_... hee ove ose ra | _— | 
Grapes eee eee eee eee ee ” | 798 
Lemons ... eve ove ove - - | 28,638 
Oranges ... ane ish in see eee 7 209,941 
5) eee joe coe ove - es | 496 
eae eee on - | 410 
Strawberries ... Gee ove ee ra “ | _ 
Unenumerated ... ese eee a | 2,312 
Hay... see one tee = - Tons. | 2,652 
Straw ses eve eee eve 2 - m | 2,193 
Moss Litter oe ee ove - - - | 1,342 
Hops More ‘i we 108 ese “ Owts. | 941 
Locust Beans__... see eve eee - | 13,458 
Vegetables, raw :— 
ern eee »- ee| Bushels. | 112,976 
Potatoes see eee eee eee - Cwts. | 7,779 
Tomatoes eve eve ove eee ove - | 24,678 
Unenumerated .., eee eee ove -|, Value £ | 11,888 
Vegetables, dried hs see ose Cwts. | 2,739 
Preserved by canning... ‘ee weal * - | 3,947 








Corresponda- 
ing Week in 


1905. 


12,223 
7,603 


171 


77,459 
15,162 
14,654 


124,470 
4,600 
25,854 
4,835 
16,391 
14,189 


58,776 
22,397 
16,210 


39 
19,141 

- 17 
364,526 
28,371 
2,149 
4,025 
51,590 


2,364. 200 
172,800 
302,500 
324,400 

48,480 
43,100 
972,600 


58,352 
41 
79,731 


193 
15,355 
228,634 
135 

16 

533 
1,500 
2,272 
2,078 
1,045 
7,272 


48,347 
19.889 
35,756 
9,377 
1,914 
8,809 





-_ 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 


Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders under 
Sec. 125 (Deceased Debtors’ Estates) of the Act of 1883 gazetted 
in the undermentioned Principal Trades and Occupations during 
the periods indicated :— 


| Two Months 
_ ended February. 


| 
j 
| 
| 
} 


February. 





1906. | 1905, | 1906. | 1906. 








ee ee + 





























No. | No. | No. | No. 
Total gazetted... lisa -_ oe ~~ 829 829 

| 

Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| | 

tions :— | 

| 
Grocers, &c.... se - om ie am 34 | 21 64 50 
Builders _... oie be —_ ines pe er 58 | (50 
Farmers ... _ line cee ol ae 49 54 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c. "| 22 | 28 48 | 55 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. ... ~ soo] 6 | U 32 23 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, é&c. pil) SBS sh A 28 20 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers ...| 11 | 8 25 14 
Butchers a ee Cee 23 9 
Fishmongers, poulterers,&c. _... a pe 10 | 7 21 13 
Bakers anit 7 oot. oo ee 20 33 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. Mie dae 20 19 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... ci | 9 18 13 
Tailors, &. ... sis yes wae oe -_ 5 8 6. «bk 2 
Clerks, commercial and general ... mn of = Bh ate, & 32.....4 8 
Jewellers, watchmakers, silversmiths, &c._... o . daehll Ry. ps coe 
Travellers, commercial wl: Sebroed ee eee 
Lodging-house keepers ... 1 ew es 7 | 2 Rito 
Engineers and founders, &c. of Bi tote 8 | 5 
Printers, booksellers, and publishers G2: kane Brctcsst € 
ee oe chit Zsfy 08 
Contractors on ou ni tes wi 6:54 2 eas 4 
Agents, commission and general } 4). 28 6 | 20 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and hauliers Aik if QR tic s8 
Tobacconists, &c. ... 2 | 4 6 8 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistressees _... | = | 2 6 6 

Cabinet makers and upholsterers a ae — 6 5 6 

Merchants, general oes ove ove oe | 2 3 6 | 4 
Doctors of medicine, physicians,éc,. ... «| 2 1 6... 4:-i44 
Officersin Army ... nes wee nes os: 4 2 4:8 





ee _— — -_— a 








Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 


tions—continued : 
Millers eve eee _ ese 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors eee 


Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 


dealers ... ee see use oe 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers 
Provision merchants, &c. ... one eee 
Furniture dealers and makers 
Generaldealers... nee ove ove 


Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. eee ove 
Confectioners aaa =F oe one 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. 

Ironmongers coe ove vee ove 


Cattle and pigdealers_..... ose ove 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... 


Hosiers, glovers, &c. bets tie es 
Wine and spirit merchants, dc. ... eee 
Carpenters and joiners 

Solicitors... eee he nan ste 
Gardeners, florists, fc, ... cee ove 
Wheelwrights a ose ide 


Stone, marble and monumental masonr, &c, 


Brokers, stock and share ... ee ove 
Carriage, &c., builders... ove eve 
Archit: ct; and surveyors ... eve eee 
Hairdressers... ove ove ove eee 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. bin ‘ite 


eee me 
| 


Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 


ee 


Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers .. 


Directors and promoters of public companies 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers 


Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. ese ose 
Cotton spinners and manofacturers.... 
Timber merchants and wood dealers... 
Stationers ... eee ses pan ose 
Saddlers and harness makers. ove 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... 


} 
eee) 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continwed. 


February. 


1906. 


No, 
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1905. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of February, 1906, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 2d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1904, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. for the first 
and 4s, 3d. for the second volume, at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. ‘This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1900-1904, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second 
volume details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, 
transhipments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade 
of the United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette” is published by the Board 
of Trade about the 16th of each month.* The following are among 
the more important articles which will appear in the March 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in February ; Trade Unions 
1902-1904; Report of the Royal Commission on Trade Disputes 
and ‘l'rade Combinations ; Report of Departmental Committee on 
Vagrancy; Seasonal Fluctuations in the Clothing Trades; and 
Relief of the Unemployed. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual 
Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” 


No. 3,533. Trade of Constantinople and District, 1905. 
Comparing the average of during 1905 for the whole of 

































the quinquennial period 1896- Turkey. 
1900 with the total for 1904, Suggestions for improving 
the imports from the United British trade in_ cottons, 


Kingdom show an increase of 
33 per cent., Austria-Hungary 
nearly 60 per cent., Germany 
130 per cent., and Italy 98 per 
cent. 

Imports of United Kingdom 
produce and manufactures 


woollens, &c. 

Details of import duties, 
Custom house expenses, landing 
charges, quay dues, porterage, 
&e., in the port of Constanti- 
nople. Development of ship- 
ping communications. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price, ld. 









































930 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL, [ Mar. 15, 1996, 


Government Publications. 








No. 3,534. Trade of Marseilles, 1905. 


Recovery from effects of Unsatisfactory condition of 
strikes; increase in exchange flour and semolina industries. 
of produce between Marseilles Position of the silk trade; 
and the United Kingdom. stock in December, 1905. 

Increasing competition in slightly inferior to that in 
the coal trade. December, 1904. 

No. 3,535. Trade of Amsterdam, 1905. 

Notes on prices of and record tonnage in_ course 
course of trade in grain, cin- of construction. 
chona bark, cocoa, coffee, hides, Account of harbour improve- 
indigo, spices, oils, tobacco, ments, lock construction, canal 
&e. works, railway extensions, &Xc. 

Activity in shipbuilding ; Hints to British manufac- 


turers and traders. 


This publication contains also reports by the British Vice- 
Consuls at Groningen and Ymuiden. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 

Census of the British Empire, 1901. Report with Summary and 
Detailed Tables for the several Colonies, &c., Area, Houses, and 
Population; also Population classified by Ages, Uondition as to 
Marriage, Occupations, Birthplaces, Religiwns, Degrees of Education, 


and Infirmities. [Cd. 2,660]. Price 3s. 5d. 


This series of comparative and detailed tables has been com- 
piled for each British Colony, Dependency, and Protectorate, 
giving, as fully as the data permit, information concerning (a) 
area and dwelling-houses; (b) number of the people, distinguishing 
age, sex, and condition as to marriage; (c) birth-places of the 
people, their religion, education, occupation, and their infirmities. 


Infe Assurance Companies’ Return. 30. Price 3s. dd. 


This return, which is issued annually by the Board of Trade, 
contains statements of accounts and abstracts of actuarial reports 
of life assurance companies deposited at the Board of Trade during 
the year 1905, under section 10 of the Life Assurance Companies 
Act, 1870. The total number of companies dealt with in the 
summary of accounts is 96, of which 77 are classed as ordinary, 10 
as industrial, and 9 appear in both classes. The net amount of 
assurances in force, as shown by the last returns of companies, was | 
697,627,128/. in ordinary, and 241,866,9811. in industrial, business. 


Report on Spinning and Weaving Flax and Tow. {[ Cd. 2851.] 
Price 24d. 

This is a report made to the Home Office by Mr. 8. A. Bonner, 
who was appointed to hold a public enquiry with regard to the 
Draft Regulations proposed to be made for the processes of 
spinning and weaving flax and tow and the processes incidental 
thereto. 
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Government Publications. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1906, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, - 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 

The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


—— Es 


No. Place. Price}; No. Place. | Price 
EUROPE— | Netherlands Indies | 
Belgium : 3524 Finances ... --- 1905-6 1d. 
3532 | Antwerp, Shipping and 
Navigation ... .-. 1905) 7d. Servia: 
3529 | Servia ... bee ... 1904 14d, 
Denmark : 
3525 | Denmark (Supplemen- Turkey : 
tary) ... ove ...1904) 1d. || 3533 | Constantinople ... 1905 2d. 
France: 
3528 | Indo-China ... ... 1903-4) 7d. AMERICA, NORTH— 
3534 | Marseilles... --- 1905} 1d. Mexico: 
644 | French Octroi System _...| 1}d.|| 3531 | Mexican Budget ... 1905-6, 4d. 
German Empire: United States of America: 
3526 | Bavaria... ... 1904 and 643 | Coal Industry of the United 
part of 1905) 1d. States in 1904 ..., . 3d, 


3523 | German Trade with India...) 1d. 
645 | Agriculture in Germany ...| 13d. 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 

Italy : Brazil : 

3530 | South Italy _... ... 1903} 14d.|| 3521 | Santos dee »». 1902-4 2d. 


Netherlands and Colonies: 
3535 | Amsterdam ... ...1905| 23d. WEST INDIES— 
3527 | Netherlands Finances 
1904-5 to 1905-6} 14d.|| 3522 |Cuba (Supplementary) 1904 2d. 




















Treaty Series. 


The following number of the Treaty Series issued since the lst January, 
1906, may also be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter 
Lane, E.C. :— 





No. ——— Price. 





| EUROPE— France : | 
1 | Agreement between the United Kingdom and France | 
additional to the Money Order Convention of December 8, | 

1882 oye hd. 


Convention between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting telegraphic communication between Mauritius 
and Réunion 


we 


4d, 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE, 





The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinyhall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, and 
Queensland, also the Governments of the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, have established, in proximity to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, at 73 Basinghall Street, special offices for 
dealing with trade matters (see next page). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘“ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 1d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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‘SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 


TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 

India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—T'he Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 

urpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the 
direction of the Agent-General. 

The Commercial Agent in charge of these offices deals with, and 
supplies free, information on trade subjects connected with the 
Colony, such as commercial products, industries, trade, tariff regu- 
lations, commercial statistics, railway rates, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., &c. 

Queensland.—For the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A Reading Room will also be provided in which maps, 
directories, statutes, Government reports, and other publications 
of the State can be seen. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.—A ‘Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &e., &e. 

March, 1906. 
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, 

The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
lst January, 1908. The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. ‘These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from 10am.to5p.m. Special arrangements may be made for 
the visits of schools and other educational institutions. Informa- 
tion concerning India and the Colonies, their products, industries, 
prospects for emigration, &c., may be obtained on verbal applica- 
tion at the Central stand in the Galleries, or applications may he 
addressed in writing to the Director of the Imperial Institute, 
South Kensington, 8.W. Publications furnishing information 
relating to the commerce, agriculture, mining and other industries 
of India and the Colonies, as well as those relating to emigration, 
may also be obtained on application at the Central stand. From 
time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development, 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 
The expert staff of the Department is also engaged in the collec- 
tion of information from all sources on these and similar subjects. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4, Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. ‘he “ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 
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